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0= AFRICA geosector pages 38  to  80 

This geosector covers 44 sets of languages (237 outer languages, composed of 763 inner languages) spoken by 
communities across the African continent south of the Sahara, from West Africa to East Africa, and in southwestern 
Africa.  These sets comprise all languages of Africa and its adjacent islands which are not covered by phylosectors 
1=Afro-Asian, 3=Austronesian, 5=Indo-European and 9=Transafrican. 

Zones 00= to 07= cover many of the languages spoken within an area of considerable linguistic variation extending 
across Africa from Senegal in the west to Tanzania in the east.  Zones 08= to 09= cover languages spoken in 
Southwestern Africa, in and around the Kalahari desert. 

00= MANDIC 
 phylozone 

covers the Mande grouping (part of the "Congo-
Kordofanian", "new Niger-Congo" hypothesis; and part 
of the "Mande+ Songhai" hypothesis); comprising 4 
sets of languages (= 35 outer languages)  spoken by 
communities within or around the Niger basin of West 
Africa: 
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languages spoken in:  
Burkina Faso; Côte d'Ivoire; Gambia; 
Ghana; Guinea; Guinea-Bissau; 
Liberia; Mali; Mauritania; Nigeria; 
Senegal; Sierra Leone  
 

        scale of voices  7 
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01= SONGHAIC 
 phylozone 

covers the Songhay+Sahaq set (part of the "Nilo-
Saharan" hypothesis; and part of the 
"Mande+Songhai" hypothesis); comprising 1 set of 
languages (= 5 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in West and Northwest Africa, along the 
Middle Niger valley and on the Saharan fringes: 
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languages spoken in:  
Burkina Faso; Mali; Niger; Algeria 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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02= SAHARIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Saharan" or "East-Saharan" grouping (part 
of the "Nilo-Saharan" hypothesis); comprising 3 sets of 
languages (= 5 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in northern Central Africa, on the 
Saharan fringes and oases from the Chad Basin 
northeastwards: 
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languages spoken in:  
Chad; Niger; Nigeria; Sudan 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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03= SUDANIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Central-Sudanic" grouping (part of the 
"Nilo-Saharan" hypothesis); comprising 2 sets of 
languages (= 37 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in northern Central Africa, from Lake 
Chad to the Upper Nile: 
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languages spoken in:  
Cameroon; Central African Rep.; 
Chad; Congo-Zaire; Sudan; Uganda 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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04= NILOTIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Nilotic" grouping (part of the "East-
Sudanic" hypothesis within the "Nilo-Saharan"  
hypothesis); comprising 3 sets of languages (= 45 
outer languages) spoken by communities in Northeast 
and East Africa, along or near the Nile and Rift 
valleys: 
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languages spoken in:  
Congo-Zaire; Kenya; Sudan; 
Tanzania; Uganda 
 

        scale of voices  7 
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05= EAST-SAHEL 
 geozone 

covers the "East-Sahel" reference area (part of the 
"Nilo-Saharan" hypothesis); comprising 16 sets of 
languages (= 57 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in northern Central & Northeast Africa, 
near the Saharan fringes: 
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languages spoken in:  
Central African Republic; Chad; 
Egypt; Eritrea; Ethiopia; Sudan 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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06= KORDOFANIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Kordofanian" grouping (part of the "Congo-
Kordofanian", "new Niger-Congo" hypothesis); 
comprising 4 sets of languages (= 18 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in Northeast Africa, in and 
around the Nuba Hills: 
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languages spoken in:  
Sudan 
 

        scale of voices  5 
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07= RIFT-VALLEY 
 geozone 

covers the "Rift-Valley" reference area (composed of 
sets not covered by any phylozone); comprising 4 sets 
of languages (= 7 outer languages) spoken by hunter-
gatherer or former hunter-gatherer communities in 
Northeast Africa, along the Rift Valley: 
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languages spoken in:  
Ethiopia; Tanzania; Uganda 
 

        scale of voices  4 
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08= KHOISANIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Central Khoisan" grouping (part of the 
"wider Khoisan" hypothesis); comprising 2 sets of 
languages (= 14 outer languages) spoken by herding 
or hunter-gatherer communities in southwestern 
Africa, in and around the Kalahari desert: 
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languages spoken in:  
Angola; Botswana; Namibia; South 
Africa; Zambia 
 

        scale of voices  5 
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09= KALAHARI 
 geozone 

covers the Kalahari reference area (within the "wider 
Khoisan" hypothesis), composed of the "North-
Khoisan" set 09-A plus the remaining sets within the 
"South-Khoisan" hypothesis; comprising 5 sets of 
languages (= 14 outer languages) spoken by hunter-
gatherer communities in southwestern Africa, in and 
around the Kalahari desert and Orange basin: 
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languages spoken in:  
Angola; Botswana; Lesotho; 
Namibia; South Africa 
 

        scale of voices  4 
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1= AFRO-ASIAN phylosector  pages 81 to 122 

This phylosector covers 43 sets of languages (276 outer languages, comprising 683 inner languages) spoken by 
communities across the northern half of the African continent and in western Asia, constituting the "Afro-Asiatic" or 
"Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental affinity.  The component phylozones are numbered in approximate clockwise order, 
beginning in Northwest Africa.  

Zones 10= and 11= cover 2 sets of languages spoken or formerly spoken in northern Africa, otherwise known as 
"Berber" and "Egyptian".  Zone 12= covers the set of "Semitic" languages spoken over an extensive area from 
northwest Africa to southwest and central Asia and northeast Africa: Zones 13= to 16= cover 16 sets of languages 
spoken in northeast Africa (formerly treated together as "Cushitic"), at the eastern end of the African Fragmentation 
Belt. Zones 17= to 19= cover 24 sets of languages spoken in the central part of the Fragmentation Belt, constituting 
three groupings within a wider "Chadic" affinity, which itself forms the most complex component of the "Afro-Asiatic" 
intercontinental affinity. 

10= TAMAZIC 
 phylozone 

Berber, "Tamazic" or Tamasheq+Qabaylith set of languages; 
part of "Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" inter-continental 
affinity; comprising 1 set of languages (= 4 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in the highlands, oases and urban 
areas of northern Africa:  
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languages spoken in:  
Algeria; Egypt; Libya; Mali; 
Mauritania; Morocco; Niger; 
Tunisia; plus migration> France; 
Israel 
 

        scale of voices  7 
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11= COPTIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Egyptian" or "Coptic" set, part of the "Afro-Asiatic" 
or "Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set 
(= 1 outer language) formerly and perhaps still spoken by 
communities in Northeast Africa, along the River Nile; still in 
liturgical use:�
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languages spoken in:  
Egypt 
 

        scale of voices  2 
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12= SEMITIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Semitic" or 'Aramita+ Amarinya set, part of the 
"Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental affinity; 
comprising 1 set of languages (= 24 outer languages) spoken 
by communities in northern and northeastern Africa and 
western Asia, from the North Atlantic and the Mediterranean to 
the Black Sea and the Indian Ocean: 
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including 1 arterial language: 'Arabiyya Mashriqi with 'Arabiyya 
Maghribi (Eastern Arabic with Western Arabic) 

languages spoken in:  
Afghanistan; Algeria; Bahrein; 
Chad; Comores; Cyprus; 
Djibouti; Egypt; Eritrea; 
Ethiopia; Iran; Iraq; Israel; 
Jordan; Kenya; Kuwait; 
Lebanon; Libya; Malta; 
Moldova; Morocco; Oman; 
Palestine; Qatar; Russia; Saudi 
Arabia; Senegal; Somalia; 
Sudan; Syria; Tajikistan; 
Tanzania; Tunisia; Turkey; 
Uganda; Ukraine, United Arab 
Emirates; Uzbekistan; Western 
Sahara; Yemen; plus worldwide 
migrations, including France; 
Sweden… 
 

        scale of voices  8 
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13= BEJIC  
 phylozone 

covers the Beja, Bedauye or "North Cushitic" set within the 
"Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental affinity (and 
part of the former "wider Cushitic" hypothesis within that 
affinity); comprising 1 set (= 1 outer language) spoken by 
nomadic communities in Northeast Africa, inland from the Red 
Sea coast: 
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languages spoken in:  
Egypt; Eritrea; Sudan 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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14= CUSHITIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Central & East Cushitic" grouping, within the "Afro-
Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental affinity (and part of the 
former "wider Cushitic" hypothesis within that affinity); comprising 7 
sets of languages (= 25 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
Northeast and East Africa, from the southeastern Sahara through 
the Horn of Africa to the East African coast: 
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languages spoken in:  
Djibouti; Eritrea; Ethiopia; 
Kenya; Somalia 
 

        scale of voices  7 
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15= EYASIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "South Cushitic" or "Paracushitic" grouping within the 
"Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental affinity (and part of 
the former "wider Cushitic" hypothesis within that affinity); 
comprising 2 sets of languages (= 6 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in East Africa, between the Indian Ocean and Lake 
Eyasi:  
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languages spoken in:  
Kenya, Tanzania 
 

        scale of voices  5 
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16= OMOTIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Omotic" or former "West Cushitic" grouping within the 
"Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" inter-continental affinity (and part 
of the former "wider Cushitic" hypothesis within that affinity); 
comprising 6 sets of languages (= 30 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in Northeast Africa, in the Omo basin of the western 
Ethiopian highlands, between Lakes Tana and Turkana:  
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languages spoken in:  
Ethiopia, Sudan 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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17= CHARIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "East Chadic" grouping, part of the "Chadic" affinity within 
the wider "Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental affinity; 
comprising 7 sets of languages (= 41 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in North Central Africa, in and around the Chari-
Logone basin:  
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languages spoken in:  
Cameroon; Chad 
 

        scale of voices  5 
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18= MANDARIC  
 phylozone 
  

covers the "Biu+ Mandara" or "Central Chadic" grouping, part of the 
"Chadic" affinity within the wider "Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" 
intercontinental affinity; comprising 9 sets of languages (= 62 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in North Central Africa, in and 
around the Mandara highlands: 
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languages spoken in:  
Cameroon; Chad; Nigeria 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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19= BAUCHIC  
 phylozone 

covers the "West Chadic" grouping, part of the "Chadic" affinity 
within the wider "Afro-Asiatic" or "Hamito-Semitic" intercontinental 
affinity; comprising 8 sets of languages (= 82 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in West Africa, most centered on or around 
the Bauchi plateau: 
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languages spoken in:  
Niger; Nigeria 
 

        scale of voices  7 
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2= AUSTRALASIA geosector pages 123 to 224 

This geosector covers 223 sets of languages (1162 outer languages, composed of 2258 inner languages) spoken or formerly 
spoken by communities in Australasia in a geographic sequence from Maluku and the Lesser Sunda islands through New 
Guinea and its adjacent islands, and throughout the Australian mainland to Tasmania.  They comprise all languages of 
Australasia (Oceania) not covered by phylosectors 3=Austronesian or 5=Indo-European. 

Zones 20= to 24= cover all so-called "Papuan" languages, spoken on Maluku and the Lesser Sunda islands and the New 
Guinea mainland, which have been previously treated within the Trans-New Guinea hypothesis.  Zones 25= to 27=  cover all 
other so-called "Papuan" languages, on the New Guinea mainland, Bismarck archipelago, New Britain, New Ireland and 
Solomon islands, which have not been treated within the Trans-New Guinea hypothesis.  Zones 28= to 29= cover all languages 
spoken traditionally across the Australian mainland, on the offshore Elcho, Howard, Crocodile and Torres Strait islands 
(excluding Darnley island), and formerly on the island of Tasmania. 

20= ARAFURA 
 geozone 

covers the "Arafura+ Torres" reference area (within the "Trans-New Guinea" 
hypothesis); comprising 26 sets of languages (= 104 outer languages) spoken by 
communities on the Alor, Timor, Leti, and Maluku islands, in southern New Guinea 
and on the Torres Strait islands: 
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia; East Timor;  
Papua New Guinea; 
Australia 
 

  scale of voices  4 
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21= MAMBERAMO 
 geozone 

covers the "Mamberamo" reference area (within the "Trans-New Guinea" 
hypothesis); comprising 22 sets of languages (= 78 outer languages) spoken by 
communities centered on the Mamberamo Basin in New Guinea: 
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia; Papua New 
Guinea 
 

  scale of voices  4 
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22= MANDANGIC  
 phylozone 

covers the "Madang-Adelbert" grouping (part of the "Trans-New Guinea" 
hypothesis); comprising 23 sets of languages (= 101 outer languages) spoken by 
communities around the Madang-Adelbert Range in New Guinea: 
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia; Papua New 
Guinea 
 

  scale of voices  4 
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23= OWALAMIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Owalamic" or "East Trans-New Guinea" grouping (part of the "Trans-
New Guinea" hypothesis); comprising 11 sets of languages (= 57 outer languages) 
spoken by communities, centered on Owen Stanley (including Owalama) Range & 
Peninsula in eastern New Guinea:  
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languages spoken in:  
Papua New Guinea 
 

  scale of voices  5 
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24= TRANSIRIANIC  
 phylozone 

covers the "Transirianic" or "West-Central Trans-New Guinea" grouping (part of the 
"Trans-New Guinea" hypothesis); comprising 22 sets of languages  
(= 251 outer languages) spoken by communities spread across New Guinea, from 
Bomberai Peninsula to Umboi Island:  
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia; Papua New 
Guinea 
 

  scale of voices  5 

page 
154 

 



©Linguasphere Press & David Dalby 1999 

25= CENDRAWASIH 
 geozone 

covers the "Cendrawasih" or "North Central New Guinea" reference area, 
composed of sets not covered by any phylozone (nor by the "Trans-New Guinea" 
hypothesis), within the wider reference area of the "Papuan" hypotheses; 
comprising 25 sets of languages (= 76 outer languages) spoken by communities 
on Cendrawasih Bay & (Bird's Head) Peninsula, extending from the Halmahera 
Islands in the west to Central New Guinea in the east: 
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia; Papua New 
Guinea 
 

  scale of voices  5 
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26= SEPIK-VALLEY 
 geozone 

covers the "Sepik Valley" reference area, coterminous with the "Sepik+ Ramu" 
hypothesis (less the "Sepik+ Ramu Marginal" sets, see 27-A to 27-F), within the 
wider reference area of the "Papuan" hypotheses; comprising 22 sets of 
languages (= 101 outer languages) spoken by communities in Australasia, 
centered on the Sepik and Lower Ramu valleys in New Guinea: 

	�������
�� 	�������������� � 	��������������� �
	��������	�������� � 	��
������������ � 	��������
�������� �
	�����	����� � 	����������
�������� � 	������
�������	���
	������
�
���������� � 	�������������������
�� � 	����������� �
	�����	��	�������� � 	�������
�������
�� � 	�������	�������	������� �
	�������������� � 	���������� � 	�������	�����
�
���
	�� ����	�������	� � 	��!��
�������
������ � 	��"�����
	��#�����������	 �

languages spoken in:  
Papua New Guinea; 
also  Indonesia (Irian 
Jaya frontier)  
 

  scale of voices  5 
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27= BISMARCK -SEA 
 geozone 

covers the "East New-Guinea+ Solomons" reference area, within the wider 
reference area of the "Papuan" hypotheses; comprising 26 sets of languages (= 
101 outer languages) spoken by communities in Australasia, centered on the 
Bismarck Sea and Archipelago, extending from eastern New Guinea through 
New Britain, New Ireland and North Solomon islands to the Solomon Islands: 
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languages spoken in:  
Papua New Guinea; 
Solomon Islands 
 

  scale of voices  4 
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28= NORTH-
AUSTRALIA 
 geozone 

covers the "North-Australia" reference area (within the "Australian" hypothesis); 
comprising 21 sets of languages (= 85 outer languages) spoken or formerly 
spoken by hunter-gatherer communities (or descendants of former hunter-
gatherers) across the far-north of Australia: 
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languages spoken in:  
Australia (N.T.; W.A.; 
Queensland)  
 

  scale of voices  3 

page 
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29= TRANS-
AUSTRALIA  
 geozone 

covers the "Transaustralia" reference area, composed of the "Pama-Nyungan" 
hypothesis (sets 29-A to 29-X, within the wider "Australian" hypothesis) plus the 
"Tasmanian" notional set of extinct languages (29-Y); together comprising a total 
of 25 sets of languages (= 213 outer languages) spoken or formerly spoken by 
small hunter-gatherer communities, originally occupying the whole of Australia 
and Tasmania (except the far-north, covered by geozone 28=): 
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languages spoken in:  
Australia 
 

  scale of voices  4 
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3= AUSTRONESIAN phylosector pages 225 to 330

This phylosector covers 72 sets of languages (1,179 outer languages, comprising 3,182 inner languages) spoken by 
predominantly island-dwelling communities, located from the western Indian Ocean to the eastern Pacific and 
constituting the Austronesian intercontinental affinity. They extend more than half-way around the planet (eastwards from 
43º E to 109º W), and have also been associated with the languages of phylozone 47=Daic, within the "Austro-Tai" 
hypothesis. 

Zone 30= covers languages spoken on the island of Taiwan (Formosa), and zone 31= covers languages spoken by 
communities situated on most of the islands from the Philippines and the Celebes through Java, Southeast Asia 
(including Hainan island in China), Borneo and Sumatra to Madagascar:  Zones 32= to 39= cover languages spoken on 
most of the islands from the Nusa Tenggera archipelago through New Guinea and across the Pacific, as far as New 
Zealand / Aotearoa, French Polynesia and Hawaii. 

30= TAIWANIC �

phylozone 

 

covers the "Formosan" grouping, part of the "Austronesian" 
intercontinental affinity; comprising 11 sets of languages (= 24 
outer languages) spoken by communities on Taiwan island 
(Formosa): 
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laguages snpoken in:  
China (Taiwan)  
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
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31= HESPERONESIC�
phylozone 

covers the "Hesperonesian" grouping, part of the 
"Austronesian" intercontinental affinity; comprising 18 sets of 
languages (= 462 outer languages) spoken by communities 
from western Pacific to Indian Ocean, on most islands from 
Philippines and Celebes through Java, mainland Southeast 
Asia, Hainan, Borneo and Sumatra to Madagascar: 
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including 3 arterial languages: [31-C] Tagalog (Filipino);  
[31-M] Malayu (Malay) with Indonesian; [31-M] Jawa (Javanese)�

languages spoken in:  
Brunei; Cambodia; Guam; 
Indonesia; Madagascar, 
Malaysia; Micronesia; New 
Caledonia / Kanaky; Northern 
Mariana Islands; Philippines; 
Singapore; Sri Lanka; 
Thailand; Vietnam; with 
migration to Surinam; French 
Guiana 
 

        scale of voices  8 

page 
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32= MESONESIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Mesonesian" grouping, part of the "Austronesian" 
intercontinental affinity; comprising 5 sets of languages (= 136 
outer languages) spoken by communities in Oceanic Asia & 
Australasia, on islands of the Nusa Tenggara and Maluku 
archipelagos: 
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia (Nusa Tenggara; 
Maluku), East Timor 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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33= HALMAYAPENIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Halmahera+ Yapen", Makian+ Biak set, part of the 
"Austronesian" intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set of 
languages (= 42 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
Oceanic Asia / Australasia, from Halmahera island in Maluku 
to Yapen island in Irian Jaya: 
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia (Maluku; Irian Jaya)  
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
283 
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34= NEOGUINEIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Northeast New Guinea" reference area, part of the 
"Oceanic" affinity within the "Austronesian" intercontinental 
affinity; comprising 7 sets of languages (= 173 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in Australasia, on the 
northeast mainland of New Guinea: 
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languages spoken in:  
Indonesia; Papua New Guinea 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
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35= MANUSIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Manus+ New-Britain" reference area, part of the 
"Oceanic" affinity within the "Austronesian" intercontinental 
affinity; comprising 9 sets of languages (= 82 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in Australasia, on Manus, New 
Ireland, New Britain and other adjacent islands of Papua New 
Guinea: 
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languages spoken in:  
Papua New Guinea 
 

        scale of voices  5 
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36= SOLOMONIC 
 phylozone 

covers the "Solomonic" grouping, part of the "Oceanic" affinity 
within the "Austronesian" intercontinental affinity; comprising 6 
sets of languages (= 45 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in Australasia, on islands of the Solomon 
archipelago: 
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languages spoken in:  
Papua-New Guinea (North 
Solomons province); Solomon 
Islands 
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
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37= KANAKIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Kanaky" (or "Neo-Caledonian" grouping), part of 
the "Oceanic" affinity within the "Austronesian" intercontinental 
affinity; comprising 4 sets of languages (= 39 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in Australasia, on the islands of 
Vanuatu and New Caledonia / Kanaky (including Loyauté 
islands): 
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languages spoken in:  
Vanuatu; New Caledonia / 
Kanaky 
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
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38= WEST-PACIFIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Caroline+ Vanuatu" grouping, part of the 
"Oceanic" affinity within the "Austronesian" intercontinental 
affinity; comprising 8 sets of languages (= 119 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in Australasia, on islands 
of the Pacific from the Caroline (and formerly also Mapia) 
islands to Vanuatu: 
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languages spoken in:  
Micronesia; Solomon Islands; 
Kiribati; Tuvalu; Nauru; 
Vanuatu; formerly also 
Indonesia (Irian Jaya)  
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
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39= TRANSPACIFIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Transpacific" grouping, part of the "Oceanic" 
affinity within the "Austronesian" intercontinental affinity; 
comprising 3 sets of languages (= 57 outer languages) spoken 
by communities in Australasia, on islands across the Pacific 
Ocean from the Caroline Islands to Hawaii and Easter Island: 
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languages spoken in:  
Chile (Easter Island), Fiji, 
Micronesia, New Caledonia / 
Kanaky, Samoa, New Zealand 
/ Aotearoa, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, 
Tokelau, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, 
Wallis & Futuna, and USA 
(Hawaii)  
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
325 
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4= EURASIA geosector pages 331 to 385

This gesector covers 35 sets of languages (= 219 outer languages, comprising 680 inner languages) spoken by 
communities across Eurasia, from western Europe to eastern Asia.  These sets comprise all indigenous languages of 
Eurasia (Europe plus continental Asia, including the islands of India and Japan) which are excluded from the 
phylosectors 1=Afro-Asian, 5=Indo-European and 7=Sino-Tibetan. 

Zone 40= covers one outer language, spoken inland from the Bay of Biscay in western Europe, astride the western 
Pyrenees mountains.  Zones 41= and 42= cover languages spoken in central and eastern Europe, including the 
Caucasus.  Zones 43= to 45= cover northern and central Asia, from Siberia to Turkey and Japan, with some overlap into 
Europe (zone 44= corresponds to the area of the "Altaic" hypthesis, and with zone 45= to the "wider Altaic" hypothesis).  
Zones 46= to 49= cover southern continental Asia (extending to Southeast Asia and the islands of India): zone 46= 
covers all southern Asian languages which are not included under the "Daic" affinity (zone 47=), the "Miao+Yao" set 
(zone 48=) or the "Dravidian" grouping (zone 49=), or under any phylosector. 

40= EUSKARIC 
phylozone 

covers "Basque" or "Euskarian" isolated set; comprising 1 set 
of 1 outer language spoken by communities in maritime 
western Europe, situated across the western end of the 
Pyrenees mountain-range: 
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languages spoken in:  
Spain; France; with migration to 
Argentina; Chile; Costa Rica; 
Mexico; Uruguay; USA 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
331 

41= URALIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Uralic" grouping, including the narrower "Finno-
Ugric" grouping (41-A & 41-B); comprising 3 sets of languages 
(= 16 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
geographically separated areas of central, northern and 
eastern Europe: 
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languages spoken in:  
Austria; Croatia; Estonia; 
Finland; Hungary; Lithuania; 
Moldova; Norway; Romania; 
Russian Federation; Slovakia; 
Slovenia; Sweden; Ukraine; 
Yugoslavia; with migrations to 
Canada; USA 
 

        scale of voices  7 

page 
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42= CAUCASUS 
geozone 

covers the Caucasus reference area, including the 
"Caucasian"-N. grouping (sets 42-A & 42-B); comprising 3 
sets of languages (= 20 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in and around the Caucasus mountains of 
eastern Europe: 
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languages spoken in:  
Azerbaijan; Georgia; Iran; 
Kazakhstan; Turkey; Russian 
Federation (Adygei Rep.; 
Chechnya; Kabardia-Balkaria; 
Karachay-Cherkes; Ossetia; 
Russia)  
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
338 

43= SIBERIA 
geozone 

covers the "East-Siberian" or so-called "Paleo-Siberian" 
reference area, composed of sets not covered by any 
phylozone; comprising 4 sets of languages (= 11 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in northern Asia, scattered 
across eastern Siberia from the Arctic Ocean to the Sea of 
Okhotsk: 
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languages spoken in:  
Russian Federation 
 

        scale of voices  4 
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44= TRANSASIA 
geozone 

covers the "Turkic+ Manchurian" or "Altaic" reference area 
and hypothesis, part of the "wider Altaic" hypothesis (with 
languages of geozone 45=); comprising 3 sets of languages (= 
16 outer languages) spoken by communities in Eurasia, from 
the European Balkans to Manchuria: 
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including 1 arterial language: [44-A] Türkçe (Turkish) + Azeri & 
Turkmen�

languages spoken in:  
Azerbaijan; Afghanistan; 
Bulgaria; China; Cyprus; 
Georgia; Germany; Greece; Iran; 
Kazakhstan; Kirghizstan; 
Lithuania; Macedonia; Moldova; 
Mongolia; Romania; Russian 
Federation; Syria; Tajikistan; 
Turkey; Turkmenistan; Ukraine; 
Uzbekistan; Yugoslavia 
 

        scale of voices  7 

page 
345 
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45= EAST-ASIA 
geozone 

covers the "East-Asia" reference area, composed of sets not 
covered in any phylozone, part of the "wider Altaic" hypothesis 
(with languages of geozone 44=); comprising 3 sets of 
languages (= 12 outer languages) spoken by communities  
around the Sea of Japan, mainly on the Korean peninsula and 
the Japanese archipelago: 

������������������	������ �����	���������	�
����������
����������
��

including 2 arterial languages: [45-A] Hankukmal (Korean); 
[45-C] Nihongo (Japanese)�

languages spoken in:  
North Korea; South Korea and 
Japan, with migration to Brazil; 
China; China/Taiwan; Russia; 
Uzbekistan; Kazakhstan; USA; 
etc.  
 

        scale of voices  8 

page 
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46= SOUTH-ASIA 
geozone 

covers the "South-Asia" reference area of languages not 
covered in any phylozone, including the Mon+ Khmer grouping 
(46-D to 46-G; and also the broader "Austro-Asiatic" 
hypothesis = 46-C to 46-G, and perhaps also 46-B); 
comprising 11 sets of languages  (= 85 outer languages) 
spoken by communities situated in South and Southeast Asia, 
from the western Himalayas to the Nicobar and Andaman 
islands and the South China Sea: 
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including 1 arterial language: [46-E] Viêt (Vietnamese)�

languages spoken in:  
Bangladesh; Bhutan; Burma; 
Cambodia; China; India; Laos; 
Malaysia; Nepal; Pakistan; 
Thailand; Vietnam 
 

        scale of voices  7 

page 
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47= DAIC  
phylozone 

covers the "Daic", "wider Kadai" or Thai+ Gelao set, part of the 
"Austro-Tai" hypothesis (with languages of phylosector 
3=Austronesian); comprising 1 set of languages (= 26 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in Southeast Asia, from 
northeastern India to southwestern China: 
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including 1 arterial language: Thai with Isan & Lao�

languages spoken in:  
Burma; Cambodia; China; Laos; 
India; Thailand; Vietnam 
 

        scale of voices  7 

page 
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48= MIENIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Miao+ Yao" or Hsiangsi+ Iumien set; comprising 1 
set of languages (= 8 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in Southeast Asia, from Burma to southwestern 
China: 
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languages spoken in:  
Burma; China; Laos; Thailand; 
Vietnam 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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49= DRAVIDIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Dravidian" grouping; comprising 5 sets (= 24 outer 
languages) spoken by communities throughout South Asia, 
from Afghanistan to Sri Lanka: 
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including 2 arterial languages: [49-D] Telugu; [49-E] Tamil�

languages spoken in:  
primarily India; also Afghanistan; 
Bangladesh; Malaysia; Nepal; 
Pakistan; Sri Lanka 
 

        scale of voices  8 

page 
379 
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5= INDO-EUROPEAN phylosector pages 385 to 477

This phylosector covers 10 sets of languages (= 150 outer languages, comprising 873 inner languages) spoken traditionally by 
communities across much of Eurasia, from Iceland and the British Isles in the northwest to Sri Lanka in the south, constituting 
the Indo-European intercontinental affinity.  During the last half millennium, languages of this phylosector (principally from 
zones 51=, 52=, 53= and 59=) have spread to all other continents of the world, and across northern Asia, and over half the 
world's population now speaks a language from this phylosector (as either primary or alternate voices). 

Zones 50= to 57= cover languages traditionally spoken in Europe, and 58= to 59= cover languages traditionally spoken in 
western and southern Asia.  Zones are arranged in the approximate geographic order of their traditional areas in Eurasia, 
moving from northwestern Europe to southern Asia, and this order has no implication for prehistorical reconstructions.  

50= CELTIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Celtic", "Gaelic+ Welsh" or Gaeilge+ 
Cymraeg set, part of the "Indo-European" 
intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set of languages 
(= 5 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
insular and maritime northwestern Europe, from the 
Hebridean islands to the Britanny peninsula: 
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languages spoken in:  
France (Bretagne); Ireland; Man; United Kingdom 
(Scotland; Wales; Northern Ireland); with migrations 
to Argentina; Australia; Canada; USA 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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51= ROMANIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Romance" or Italiano+ Româneasca set, 
part of the "Indo-European" intercontinental affinity; 
comprising 1 set of languages (= 30 outer languages) 
spoken traditionally by communities throughout 
southern Europe, from Portugal to Moldova, with 
extensions to all other continents of the world: 
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including 4 arterial languages: Español (Spanish); 
Português (Portuguese); Français (French); Italiano 
(Italian) 

�

languages spoken in:  
Albania; Algeria; Andorra; Angola; Argentina; 
Belgium; Belize; Benin; Bolivia; Bosnia; Brazil; 
Bulgaria; Burkina Faso; Central African Rep.; 
Cambodia; Cameroon; Canada; Cape Verde; Chad; 
Channel Islands; Chile; China; Colombia; Comoro 
Islands; Congo; Congo-Zaire; Costa Rica; Croatia; 
Cuba; Côte d'Ivoire; Djibouti; Dominican Rep.; East 
Timor; Ecuador; Egypt; El Salvador; Equatorial 
Guinea; France; French Guiana; French Polynesia; 
Gabon; Greece; Guadeloupe; Guatemala; Guinea; 
Guinea-Bissau; Haiti; Honduras; India; Indonesia; 
Israel; Italy (Val d'Aost); Laos; Lebanon; Macedonia; 
Madagascar; Malaysia; Mali; Martinique; Mauritania; 
Mauritius; Mexico; Moldova; Monaco; Morocco; 
Netherlands West Indies.; New Caledonia / Kanaky; 
Nicaragua; Niger; Panama; Paraguay; Peru; 
Philippines; Portugal; Romania; Ruanda; Réunion; 
San Marino; Senegal; Seychelles; Singapore; 
Slovenia; Spain; Sri Lanka; St.Lucia; Switzerland; 
Togo; Trinidad; Tunisia; Turkey; USA; Ukraine; 
Uruguay; Vatican; Vanuatu; Venezuela; Vietnam; 
Virgin Islands; Wallis & Futuna; Western Sahara 
 

        scale of voices  8 
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52= GERMANIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Germanic" or Norsk+ Frysk set, part of the 
"Indo-European" intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 
set of languages (= 25 outer languages) spoken 
traditionally by communities in Europe, extending from 
Iceland to eastern Europe, with extensions to all other 
continents of the world: 
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including 2 arterial languages: English; Deutsch 
(German)�

English is represented by communities of primary 
and/or alternate speakers and learners in virtually 
every country in the world. Other Germanic 
languages (of which German is the most widely 
distributed) are spoken in:  
Argentina; Australia; Austria; Bahamas; Belgium; 
Bolivia; Brazil; Canada; Colombia; Czech Rep.; 
Denmark; Estonia; Faroe Islands; Finland; France; 
Germany; Hungary; Iceland; Italy; Lesotho; 
Liechtenstein; Lithuania; Luxemburg; Mexico; 
Namibia; Netherlands; Netherlands West Indies; 
Norway; Poland; Russia; Slovakia; Slovenia; South 
Africa; Surinam; Swaziland; Sweden; Switzerland; 
USA; Ukraine; Uruguay 
 

        scale of voices  9 

page 
411 
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53= SLAVIC 
phylozone 
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�����������ina+ Slovensko set, part 
of the "Balto-Slavic" grouping within the "Indo-European" 
intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set of languages (= 8 
outer languages) spoken by communities in eastern 
Europe and northern Asia, from the Alps to the Bering 
Sea: 
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including 2 arterial languages: Russkiy (Russian); 
Ukrainska (Ukrainian) with Belarusskaya (Belarussian) 

languages spoken in:  
Albania; Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belarus; 
Bosnia; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Rep.; Estonia; 
Georgia; Greece; Italy; Kazakhstan; Latvia; 
Lithuania; Macedonia; Moldova; Poland; 
Romania; Russian Fed.; Slovenia; 
Turkmenistan; Ukraine; Uzbekistan; Yugoslavia; 
with migrations to Canada; USA; Israel; Australia 
 

        scale of voices  8 

page 
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54= BALTIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Baltic", "Latvian+ Lithuanian" or Lietuviškai+ 
Latviašu set, part of the "Balto-Slavic" grouping within the 
"Indo-European" intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set 
of languages (= 3 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in Europe, on the southern coast of the Baltic 
Sea: 
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languages spoken in:  
Latvia; Lithuania; with migration to Canada; 
USA…; and deportation to Russia (Siberia); 
Kazakhstan 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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55= ALBANIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Albanian" or Shqip set, part of the "Indo-
European" intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set of 1 
outer language spoken by communities in the western 
Balkans, with an extension across the Adriatic to the 
Italian peninsula: 
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languages spoken in:  
Albania; Greece; Macedonia; Yugoslavia; with 
an extension to Italy; and migration to Croatia; 
Turkey; Ukraine 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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56= HELLENIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Greek", "Hellenic" or Helleniki+ Tsakonia set 
of languages, part of the "Indo-European" intercontinental 
affinity; comprising 1 set of languages (= 2 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in southeastern 
Europe and around the eastern Mediterranean, with 
international migration: 

� ������	��	�������
������ 

languages spoken in:  
Greece; Cyprus; Albania; Bulgaria; formerly 
Turkey; with migration to USA; Germany; United 
Kingdom; France; Canada; Poland; Ukraine; 
Russia; Kazakhstan; Italy 
 

        scale of voices  7 

page 
449 

57= ARMENIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Armenian" or Hayeren set, part of the "Indo-
European" intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set of 1 
outer language spoken by communities in eastern Europe, 
in the valleys around Lake Sevan and in a former 
extension from the Mediterranean coast of Cilicia to the 
Caspian Sea, with worldwide migration: 

� ��������	�	��

languages spoken in:  
Armenia; Azerbaijan; with migration in Egypt; 
France; Georgia; Iran; Iraq; Lebanon; Russia; 
Syria; Turkey; Ukraine; USA 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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58= IRANIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Iranian" or Farsi+ Pashto set, part of the "Indo-
Iranian" grouping within the "Indo-European" 
intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set of languages (= 
26 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
southwestern and central Asia: 

� ��������
�����
����

languages spoken in:  
Afghanistan; Armenia; Azerbaijan; China; India; 
Iran; Iraq; Kirghizstan; Lebanon; Oman; 
Pakistan; Russia; Syria; Tajikistan; 
Turkmenistan; Turkey; Uzbekistan 
 

        scale of voices  7 

page 
452 

59= INDIC  
phylozone 

covers the "Indic", "Indo-Aryan" or Hindi+ Domari set of 
languages, part of the "Indo-Iranian" grouping within the 
"Indo-European" intercontinental affinity; comprising 1 set 
of languages (= 49 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in South Asia, from the Himalayas to the 
island of Ceylon, with extensions throughout the world: 

� ��(����������������

including 5 arterial languages:  Hindi with Urdu; Bhojpuri 
with Maithili; Panjabi (Punjabi); Marathi; Bangla (Bengali) 
with Sylhetti�

languages spoken in:  
Bangladesh; Bhutan; India; Nepal; Pakistan; Sri 
Lanka; with migration to: Afghanistan; Albania; 
Armenia; Australia; Bosnia; Brazil; Bulgaria; 
China; Colombia; Czech Rep.; Denmark; Egypt; 
Estonia; Fiji; France; French Guiana; Germany; 
Greece; Guyana; Hungary; Iran; Italy; 
Kazakhstan; Kenya; Latvia; Lebanon; Mauritius; 
Moldova; Norway; Palestine; Poland; Portugal; 
Romania; Russia; Slovakia; Slovenia; South 
Africa; Spain; Surinam; Sweden; Syria; Trinidad 
& Tobago; Turkey; Uganda; UK; Ukraine; USA; 
Uzbekistan; Yugoslavia; etc.  
 

        scale of voices  9 

page 
458 
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6= NORTH-AMERICA geosector pages 478 to 524

This geosector covers 63 sets of languages (= 336 outer languages, comprising 978 inner languages) spoken or formerly 
spoken by traditional "Amerindian" (plus Inuit-Aleut) communities across North America and northern Meso-America (since 
before the arrival of speakers of Indo-European languages, principally [52] English, and [51] Español and Français).  

The first six zones of this sector (4 phylozones and 2 geozones) cover the northern and central regions of North America, 
which have been characterised in recent centuries by the wide geographic distribution of a relatively small number of sets of 
languages.  These six zones together comprise a total of only 13 sets (including a southward extension as far as Honduras 
of related languages in zone 65=). The last four zones of this sector (all geozones) cover the linguistically more complex 
western and southern regions of North America, including northern Central America.  They together comprise a total of 50 
sets.  Geozone 66=Farwest covers languages spoken by communities along the western littoral and hinterland regions of 
Canada and the USA, from Alaska to California.  Geozone 67=Desert covers languages spoken in the area between New 
Mexico and the Bay of California (Mexico).  Geozone 68=Gulf covers languages spoken around the periphery of the Gulf of 
Mexico, from Mexico (Tamaulipas) to USA (Florida); and geozone 69=Mesoamerica covers other traditional languages 
spoken between northern Mexico and northern Costa Rica. 

60= ARCTIC 
phylozone 

covers the "West Arctic", Inuit+Aleut ("Eskimo"+Aleut) or  
Attu+ Kalaallisut set; comprising 1 set of languages (= 14 outer 
languages) spoken by scattered hunting & fishing 
communities in northern North America and adjacent tip of 
Siberia, from Bering Straits to Greenland: 

� �������������������
���

languages spoken in:  
Canada; Greenland; Russia 
(Siberia); USA (Alaska) 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
478 

61= NADENIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Nadene" grouping (part of a "wider  
Na-Dene" hypothesis, with [66] Haida); comprising 3 sets of 
languages (= 23 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
western North America, over a wide area of Alaska and 
western Canada, and in the Rio Grande basin: 

�����	���� ���������������������
���������
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languages spoken in:  
Canada; USA; Mexico 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
481 

62= ALGIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Algic" or "Algonkian+ Ritwan" grouping; comprising 
3 sets of languages (= 22 outer languages) spoken by 
communities scattered across North America, from the Alberta 
plains to the Atlantic coast (between Labrador and the 
Carolinas), including outying communities on the Pacific coast 
(in north California): 
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������������ �	���������
�	���������

languages spoken in:  
Canada; USA 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
485 

63= SAINT-
LAWRENCE 
geozone 

covers the "Saint-Lawrence" reference area, composed of sets 
not covered by any phylozone; comprising 2 sets of languages 
(= 7 outer languages) spoken by communities or former 
communities in North America, extending (63-A) from the 
Great Lakes (Huron, Eerie & Ontario) to the mouth of the 
St.Lawrence river, with outliers to the south as far as Georgia 
(whence transported to Oklahoma); and situated formerly  (63-
B) on the island of Newfoundland at the entrance to the 
St.Lawrence: 

�
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languages spoken in:  
Canada; USA 
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
489 

64= MISSISSIPPI 
geozone 

covers the "Mississippi Basin" reference area; comprising 3 
sets of languages (= 21 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in central North America, occupying or originally 
occupying much of the Mississippi+ Missouri basin, with some 
distant outliers: 

��������������������� ����������������		�
�������������	��� �

languages spoken in:  
USA; also Canada  
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
490 
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65= AZTECIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Uto-Aztecan", Ute+ Nahuatl set of languages; 
comprising 1 set of languages (= 44 outer languages) spoken 
or formerly spoken by communities over a wide area of North 
America and northern Central America (Wyoming and 
Nebraska to El Salvador and Honduras): 

�������	����������

languages spoken in:  
USA; Mexico; El Salvador; 
Honduras 
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
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66= FARWEST 
geozone 

covers the "Far-West American" reference area; comprising 26 
sets of languages (= 80 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in North America along the Pacific coast and its 
hinterland, from Alaska to California: 
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languages spoken in:  
Canada; USA 

        scale of voices  3 

page 
498 

67= DESERT 
geozone 

covers the "Southwest Desert" reference area; comprising 5 
sets of languages (= 15 outer languages) spoken by traditional 
communities in North America, from the Gulf of California to 
the Upper Rio Grande: 
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languages spoken in:  
Mexico; USA 
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
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68= GULF  
geozone 

covers the "Gulf of Mexico" reference area; comprising 8 sets 
of languages (= 23 outer languages) spoken by communities 
in North America, around the periphery of the Gulf of Mexico 
from Tamaulipas to Florida: 
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languages spoken in:  
Mexico; USA 
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
509 

69= MESO- 
 AMERICA  
 geozone 

covers the "Meso-America" reference area; comprising 11 sets 
of languages (= 87 outer languages) spoken by communities 
in southern North America (Meso-America), from Michoacán 
to the Pacific-facing side of Honduras, Nicaragua and northern 
Costa Rica: 
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languages spoken in:  
Mexico; Belize; Guatemala; El 
Salvador; Honduras; Nicaragua; 
Costa Rica 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
512 
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7= SINO-INDIAN phylosector pages 525 to 568 

This phylosector covers 22 sets of languages (= 218 outer languages, comprising 641 inner languages) spoken by 
communities in eastern Asia, from the Himalayas to Manchuria (Heilongjiang), constituting the "Sino-Tibetan" or "Sino-
Indian" continental affinity. 

This continental affinity is composed of two major parts: the disparate Tibeto-Burman affinity (zones 70= to 77=), spoken 
by relatively small communities (with the exception of 77=) in the Himalayas and adjacent regions; and the closely 
related Chinese languages of the Sinitic set and net (zone 79=), spoken in eastern Asia.  The Karen languages of zone 
78=, formerly considered part of the Tibeto-Burman grouping, are probably best regarded as a third component of the 
Sino-Tibetan affinity. 

70= TIBETIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Tibetan" or Phöke+ Kinnauri set, part of the 
"Tibeto-Burman" affinity within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-
Indian") continental affinity; comprising 1 set of languages (= 
25 outer languages) spoken by communities in Central Asia, 
on both sides of the Himalayas: 

�������)�	�����������

languages spoken in:  
Bhutan; China/Tibet; Nepal;  
adjacent India; Pakistan 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
525 

71= HIMALAYIC 
phylozone 

covers the "East Himalayan+ Dhimal" grouping, part of the 
"Tibeto-Burman" affinity within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-
Indian") continental affinity; comprising 3 sets of languages (= 
48 outer languages) spoken by communities in Central Asia, 
in the eastern Himalayan mountain-valleys and highlands: 

������	��������������� �������
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languages spoken in:  
Nepal; India; Bhutan; Tibet 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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72= GARIC 
phylozone 

covers the Bodo+ Konyak grouping, part of the "Tibeto-
Burman" affinity within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-Indian") 
continental affinity; comprising 2 sets of languages (= 23 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in and around the 
Brahmaputra middle basin: 

�	���������
���� �	��������������

languages spoken in:  
India; Bangladesh; Burma 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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73= KUKIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Kuki+ Naga" grouping, part of the "Tibeto-Burman" 
affinity within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-Indian") continental 
affinity; comprising 4 sets of languages (= 49 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in the highlands around the middle 
Brahmaputra valley: 
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languages spoken in:  
India; Burma; Bangladesh; also 
Nepal; China 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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74= MIRIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Mirish" or Nisi+ Miri set, part of the "Tibeto-
Burman" affinity, within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-Indian") 
continental affinity; comprising a grouping of 1 set of 
languages (= 6 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
the mountain-valleys and highlands north of the middle 
Brahmaputra: 

�������
�������� �

languages spoken in:  
India; China (Tibet)  
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
546 

75= KACHINIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Kachin+ Luish" or Jingpho+ Kado grouping, part of 
the "Tibeto-Burman" affinity within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-
Indian") continental affinity; comprising 2 sets of languages (= 
3 outer languages) spoken by communities in continental 
Southeast Asia, between the middle Brahmaputra and the 
middle Mekong basins: 

��������
����������� �����������
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languages spoken in:  
Burma; China; India; Laos 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
547 
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76= RUNGIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Rung" reference area, part of the "Tibeto-Burman" 
affinity within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-Indian") continental 
affinity; comprising 4 sets of languages (= 9 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in continental Southeast Asia, 
between the upper Brahmaputra and upper Salween basins: 
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languages spoken in:  
China; Burma; India 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
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77= IRRAWADDIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Burmese+ Lolo" or Bama+ Nasö grouping, part of 
the "Tibeto-Burman" affinity within the "Sino-Tibetan" ("Sino-
Indian") continental affinity; comprising 3 sets of languages (= 
27 outer languages) spoken by communities in continental 
Southeast Asia, centered on the Irrawaddy river and its 
tributaries: 
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languages spoken in:  
Burma; China; Laos; Thailand 
 

        scale of voices  7 

page 
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78= KARENIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Karen" or Pwo+ Sgaw set, part of the "Sino-
Tibetan" ("Sino-Indian") continental affinity; comprising 1 set of 
languages (= 12 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
central Southeast Asia: 

�����������
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languages spoken in:  
Burma; Thailand 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
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79= SINITIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Chinese" or Han-Yu set, part of the "Sino-Tibetan" 
("Sino-Indian") continental affinity; comprising 1 set of 
languages (= 16 outer languages) spoken by communities 
throughout East Asia, centered on the Huang-He ("Yellow 
River") and Yangtze basins:  

������������

including 3 arterial languages:  Putonghua (Mandarin); Wu; Yue 
(Cantonese)�

languages spoken in:  
Bangladesh; Bhutan; Burma; 
India; Japan; Laos; Kazakhstan; 
Kirghizstan; Malaysia; Nepal; 
North Korea; Pakistan; 
Singapore; South Korea; 
Thailand; Vietnam; plus 
worldwide migration, including: 
Australia; Brazil; Brunei; 
Canada; Colombia; Costa Rica; 
Cuba; Fiji; France; French 
Guiana; French Polynesia; 
Guam; Guatemala; Guyana; 
Indonesia; Jamaica; 
Kazakhstan; Kirghizstan; 
Madagascar; Mauritius; Mexico; 
Mongolia; Mozambique; Nauru; 
Netherlands; New Zealand / 
Aotearoa; Panama; Papua New 
Guinea; Paraguay; Peru; 
Philippines; Portugal; Réunion; 
Samoa; Seychelles; South 
Africa; Surinam; Trinidad; United 
Kingdom; USA; Vanuatu; 
Venezuela 
 

        scale of voices  9 

page 
557 
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8= SOUTH-AMERICA geosector pages 569 to 621

This geosector covers 121 sets of languages (= 415 outer languages, comprising 964 inner languages) spoken or 
formerly spoken by traditional "Amerindian" communities across South America and southern Meso-America (since 
before the arrival of speakers of Indo-European languages, principally [51] Español and Português, but also [51] 
Français and [52] English and Nederlands). 

13 sets are treated within three phylozones, 80=, 82= and 88=, while the remaining 110 sets are classified 
geographically within seven geozones.  Geozone 81= covers languages spoken by communities in southern Meso-
America and parts of northern South America, and the geozones 83=, 84= and 85=, in geographic sequence, cover 
languages spoken by communities in the Andean regions, southward as far as Tierra del Fuego.  Geozones 86=, 87= 
and 89= cover languages spoken by communities in the Mato Grosso, in the Amazon Basin and in northeastern Brazil.  

80= CARIBIC 
phylozone 

covers the "wider Carib", "Cariban" or Yucpa+ Bakairi set; 
comprising 1 set of languages (= 37 outer languages) spoken 
by widely scattered communities in northern South America, 
and formerly on islands of the Caribbean: 

����������� �������� ��

languages spoken in:  
Brazil; Colombia; French Guiana; 
Guyana; Surinam; Venezuela; 
formerly also on Caribbean islands 
(most recently, Trinidad & Tobago)  
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
569 

81= INTER-OCEAN 
geozone 

covers the "Inter-Ocean" reference area, composed of sets not 
covered by any phylozone; comprising 16 sets of languages (= 
49 outer languages) spoken by communities in southern Meso-
America and northern South America, from the Pacific to the 
Caribbean coast:: 
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languages spoken in:  
Colombia; Costa Rica; Ecuador; 
Guyana; Honduras; Nicaragua; 
Panama; Surinam; Venezuela 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
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82= ARAWAKIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Maipuran" ("Maipurean") or "Core Arawakan" 
grouping, part of the "wider Arawakan" hypothesis; comprising 2 
sets of languages (= 49 outer languages) formerly spoken by 
communities in the Caribbean and spoken at end 20th century 
by widely scattered communities in Meso-America and South-
America, from Guatemala and Belize to French Guiana and 
northern Brazil, Peru and Bolivia: 
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languages spoken originally in: 
Cuba; Haiti+ Dominican Rep.; 
Puerto Rico; Jamaica; in 20th 
century in: Belize; Bolivia; Brazil; 
Colombia; Dominica; French 
Guiana; Guatemala; Guyana; 
Honduras; Peru; St.Vincent; 
Surinam; Venezuela 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
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83= PRE-ANDES 
geozone 

covers the "Pre-Andes" reference area, composed of sets not 
covered by any phylozone; comprising 20 sets of languages (= 
73 outer languages) spoken by communities in South America 
along the eastern margins of the Andes: 
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languages spoken in:  
Argentina; Bolivia; Brazil; Chile; 
Colombia; Ecuador; Peru 
 

        scale of voices  4 

page 
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84= ANDES 
geozone 

covers the "Andes" reference area, composed of sets not 
covered by any phylozone; comprising 13 sets of languages (= 
28 outer languages) spoken by communities in South America 
along the Andes ranges from Colombia to Bolivia (extending 
into Brazil and Argentina): 
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languages spoken in:  
Argentina; Bolivia; Brazil; Colombia; 
Ecuador; Peru 
 

        scale of voices  6 

page 
592 
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85= CHACO-CONE 
geozone 

covers the "Chaco+ Cone" reference area, composed of sets not 
covered by any phylozone; comprising 10 sets of languages (= 25 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in southern South America, from 
the Chaco region to Tierra del Fuego island: 
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languages spoken in:  
Argentina; Bolivia; Chile; 
Paraguay; Uruguay 
 

        scale of voices  5 

page 
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86= MATO-
GROSSO 
geozone 

covers the "Mato-Grosso" reference area, composed of sets not 
covered by any phylozone; comprising 16 sets of languages (= 36 
outer languages) spoken by communities in South America, situated 
on and around the Mato Grosso plateau: 
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languages spoken in:  
Bolivia; Brazil 
 

        scale of voices  4 
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87= AMAZON 
geozone 

covers the "Amazon" reference area, composed of sets not covered by 
any phylozone; comprising 23 sets of languages (= 55 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in the Amazon basin of South 
America: 
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languages spoken in:  
Brazil; Colombia; Peru; 
Venezuela; also Ecuador 
 

        scale of voices  5* 

page 
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88= TUPIC 
phylozone 

covers the "wider Tupian" grouping; comprising 10 sets of languages 
(= 50 outer languages) spoken or formerly spoken by communities in 
Brazil and neighbouring regions of South America, from French Guiana 
to northern Argentina: 
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languages spoken in:  
Argentina; Brazil; French 
Guiana; Paraguay; Uruguay; 
formerly also Colombia; 
Venezuela 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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89= BAHIA  
geozone 

covers the "Northeast Brazil" reference area, composed of sets not 
covered by any phylozone; comprising 11 sets of languages (= 14 
outer languages) spoken or formerly spoken by communities in 
northeastern South America, in an area of Brazil centered on Bahia:  
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languages spoken in:  
Brazil 
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9= TRANSAFRICAN phylosector pages 622 to 742 

This phylosector covers 60 sets of languages (= 802 outer languages, composed of 2,816 inner languages) spoken by 
communities across the African continent south of the Sahara, from Senegal to South Africa, constituting the 
Transafrican ("old Niger-Congo less Mande" or "Atlantic-Congo") continental affinity. 

Zones 90= to 93= cover languages spoken by communities westwards from Senegal through the northern interior of 
West and Central Africa as far as northern Congo/Zaire and southern Sudan.  Zones 94= to 97= cover languages 
spoken by communities westwards from Guinea through the coastal regions of West Africa as far as the Niger Delta.  
Zones 98= and 99= cover languages spoken through Nigeria and across the whole continent as far as Tanzania and 
South Africa. 

90= ATLANTIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Atlantic" ("old West-Atlantic less Mel") reference 
area, within the "Transafrican" continental affinity; comprising 
16 sets of languages (= 53 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in western West Africa, with an eastward 
extention of the Fulfulde-speaking (Fula, Peul) community as 
far as Sudan: 
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languages spoken in:  
Gambia; Guinea; Guinea-
Bissau; Senegal; Sierra Leone; 
with extension of Fula to Benin; 
Burkina Faso; Cameroon; Chad; 
Mali; Niger; Nigeria; Sudan 
 

        scale of voices  7 
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91= VOLTAIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Gur" or "Voltaic" reference area within the "Volta-
Congo" affinity, within the wider "Transafrican" continental 
affinity; comprising 9 sets of languages (= 76 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in central West Africa, in and around 
the upper Volta basin: 
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languages spoken in:  
Benin; Burkina Faso; Côte 
d'Ivoire; Ghana; Mali; Togo 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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92= ADAMAWIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Adamawa" reference area within the "Volta-
Congo" affinity, within the wider "Transafrican" continental 
affinity; comprising 3 sets of languages (= 59 outer languages) 
spoken by communities in interior eastern West Africa: 
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languages spoken in:  
Cameroon; Chad; Nigeria 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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93= UBANGIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Ubangian" or "Eastern" grouping, part of the 
"Volta-Congo" affinity within the wider "Transafrican" 
continental affinity; comprising 2 sets of languages (= 37 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in northern Central Africa:  
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languages spoken in:  
Cameroon; Congo/Zaire; Sudan 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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94= MELIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Mel" (southern "old West-Atlantic") grouping, part 
of the "Volta-Congo" affinity within the wider "Transafrican" 
continental affinity; comprising 2 sets of languages (= 7 outer 
languages) spoken by communities in coastal West Africa, 
between the Kogon and Loffa rivers: 
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languages spoken in:  
Guinea; Liberia; Sierra Leone 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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95= KRUIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Kru" or Klao+ Aizi set, part of the "Volta-Congo" 
affinity within the "Transafrican" continental affinity; comprising 
1 set of languages (= 28 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in coastal West Africa, between the Loffa and 
Bandama rivers: 
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languages spoken in:  
Côte d'Ivoire; Guinea; Liberia 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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96= AFRAMIC 
phylozone 

covers the "West Kwa" reference area (the former western 
section of "old Kwa") within the "Volta-Congo" affinity, within 
the wider "Transafrican" continental affinity; comprising 13 
sets of languages (= 66 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in West Africa, centered on the lower Volta 
(Afram) basin: 
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languages spoken in:  
Benin; Côte d'Ivoire; Ghana; 
Nigeria; Togo 
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97= DELTIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Niger-Delta" or "Deltoid" grouping, part of the 
"Transafrican" continental affinity; comprising 2 sets of 
languages (= 8 outer languages) spoken by communities in 
coastal West Africa, in and around the Niger Delta 
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languages spoken in:  
Nigeria 
 

        scale of voices  6 
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98= BENUIC 
phylozone 

covers the "Benue+East Kwa" reference area (the north-
western section of "old Benue-Congo", plus the eastern 
section of "old Kwa") within the "Volta-Congo" affinity, within 
the wider "Transafrican" continental affinity; comprising 11 
sets of languages (= 209 outer languages) spoken by 
communities in eastern West Africa, centered on the lower 
Niger+ Benue basin, between the Togo Highlands and 
Cameroon Highlands:  
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languages spoken in:  
Cameroon; Nigeria; Togo 
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99= BANTUIC 
phylozone 

covers the "broad Bantu", "narrow Bantu+ Bantoid" or Isizulu+ 
Tiv set (the central-southern section of "old Benue-Congo") 
within the "Volta-Congo" affinity, within the wider 
"Transafrican" continental affinity; comprising 1 set of 
languages (= 259 outer languages), spoken by communities 
throughout a major part of Africa south of the Sahara, from the 
Jos Plateau and Cameroon Highlands eastwards and 
southwards to the Indian Ocean and South Atlantic coasts: 
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including 1 arterial language:  Kiswahili (Swahili)�

languages spoken in:  
Botswana; Cameroon; Central 
African Republic; Comoro 
Islands; Congo; Congo-Zaire; 
Gabon; Kenya; Lesotho; Malawi; 
Mayotte; Mozambique; Namibia; 
Nigeria; Rwanda; Somalia; 
South Africa; Sudan; Swaziland; 
Tanzania; Uganda; Zambia; 
Zimbabwe 
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